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(54) Image information print system and method 

(57) An image information print system has a recep- 
tion task for receiving data containing print information 
input from a host computer, a job language interpreta- 
tion task for interpreting the data, a print data analysis 
task for converting the format of the print information to 
prepare intermediate print information, storage means 
for storing the data and the intermediate print informa- 
tion in storage means, and a print management task for 



issuing a print execution instruction based on print 
specifications of print information contained in the data 
according to interpretation of the job language interpre- 
tation task and converting the intermediate print infor- 
mation into bit image data and executing print based on 
the print execution instruction. 
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Description 

This invention relates to an image information print 
system such as a printer and an image information print 
method for processing print information input to the print 
system and printing on storage media. 

A conventional printer repeats steps of receiving 
print information sent from a host computer, storing it in 
a predetermined location, converting the format of the 
print information to generate intermediate print informa- 
tion, storing the intermediate print information in a pre- 
determined location, converting the intermediate print 
information into image data, storing the image data in a 
predetermined location, and printing the stored image 
data in the storage order in page units. Therefore, to test 
print of only the first page, it is necessary to input such 
a command to the host computer and transmit print 
information of only the first page to the printer. To print 
more than one copy of the same document, print infor- 
mation of such a duplicate portion needs to be transmit- 
ted from the host computer. For example, to use a 
reverse order print mode, print information needs to be 
transmitted in the reverse order from the host computer. 

In any way, how the printer prints depends com- 
pletely on the print information transmitted by the host 
computer, and change of print specifications such as 
reversing the print order or testing print of only the first 
page is not enabled after the print information is trans- 
mitted. 

Some conventional printers are provided with a 
face-up paper discharge unit, a face-down paper dis- 
charge unit, a sorter paper discharge unit, etc., as a 
paper discharge unit. 

The face-down paper discharge unit, which dis- 
charges paper with the print face of a recording medium 
down, enables the print result of N pages to be sorted in 
the page order. 

The face-up paper discharge unit, which dis- 
charges paper with the print face of a recording medium 
up, places the print result of N pages in the reverse 
order to the page order. 

The sorter paper discharge unit, which has, for 
example, P paper discharge ports, enables the host 
computer to specify paper discharge ports for printing. 
Thus, M copies of an N-page print can also be printed. 

The sorter paper discharge unit also enables print- 
ing with face-down paper discharge. In this case, the 
first page is discharged to the first to Mth paper dis- 
charge ports one sheet to each port, next the second 
page is discharged to the first to Mth paper discharge 
ports one sheet to each port, ... last the Nth page is dis- 
charged to the first to Mth paper discharge ports one 
sheet to each port, whereby M copies of the N-page 
print sorted in the page order can be provided. This will 
be discussed specifically as follows: 

Fig. 2 shows an example of a sorter paper dis- 
charge unit, which will be hereinafter abbreviated as the 
sorter. Information sent from a host 1 is processed by a 
controller 7 and is printed on paper 13 by an engine 1 1 , 



and the paper is sent to a fixing roller 20. The paper 13 
passing through the fixing roller 20 is diverted by a face 
up/down switch 34 to a face-up tray 31 if face-up print is 
executed or to the sorter 30 if face-down print is exe- 
5 cuted. 

For face-down print, the sorter 30 can be used in 
various manners; here, the operation of the sorter 30 
when the number of copies is specified will be dis- 
cussed. For example, to make five copies of a print con- 
ic sisting of N pages, the paper of the first copy of the first 
page of the N-page print is discharged to a bin 32a, the 
paper of the second copy of the first page of the N-page 

print is discharged by a switch 33b to a bin 32b and 

the paper of the fifth copy is discharged by a switch 33e 

is to a bin 32e. Next, the paper of the first copy of the sec- 
ond page of the N-page print is discharged to the bin 
32a, the paper of the second copy of the second page 
of the N-page print is discharged by the switch 33b to 
the bin 32b, .... and the paper of the fifth copy is dis- 

20 charged by the switch 33e to the bin 32e. When the 
steps are repeated until the fifth copy is printed, all print 
is complete. Thus, five copies of the N-page print are 
made on the bins 32a-32e. 

On the other hand, to print one copy of an N-page 

25 print in a face-up paper discharge mode using a sorter 
paper discharge unit, an N-page print sorted in the 
reverse order to the page order is made because paper 
is discharged with the print faces of recording media up 
as described above. Thus, the operator must resort the 

30 print result in the page order after print. 

Also, the sorter paper discharge unit is expensive 
and large and occupies a large installation area. 

Further, when the sorter paper discharge unit has P 
paper discharge ports, if P<M, print needs to be exe- 

35 cuted separately integer [(M+P-1)/P ] times, and takes 
time. This means that although the 6-stage sorter is 
shown in the example in Fig. 2, the host 13 must send 
print information to the printer repeatedly [(M+6-1)/6] 
times if the number of copies M becomes seven or 

40 more. 

Printers having no sorter paper discharge unit for 
the reasons as described above are also known. In this 
case, to attempt to print M copies of an N-page print, 
normally a host computer transmits print information to 
45 a printer in the order of M copies of the first page, M 

copies of the second page M copies of the Nth page, 

and the printer prints M copies of the first page, M cop- 
ies of the second page, .... M copies of the Nth page in 
order. 

so In this case, however; the operator must resort the 
print media of M copies each consisting of N pages 
taken out from the paper discharge ports so that the first 
to Nth pages sorted make up one copy for convenience 
of distribution of the copies. 

55 This problem becomes furthermore serious when 
M copies of a print made up of a group consisting of Na, 
Nb, Nc, Nx pages (Na, Nb, Nc, .... Nx are integers of 
1 or more independently of each other) are made. That 
is, to make M copies of a print made up of (Na + Nb + 
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Nc + ... + Nx) pages, one copy consisting of 1, 2 Na, 

one copy consisting of 1 t 2, .... Nb, one copy consisting 
of 1 , 2, .... Nx must be taken out from M copies of the 

first page, M copies of the second page M copies of 

the Nath page, M copies of the first page, M copies of 5 
the second page, .... M copies of the Nbth page, M 
copies of the first page, M copies of the second page, 
.... M copies of the Nxth page printed in order for finally 
providing M copies of one distribution unit (Na + Nb + 
Nc + 1 ... + Nx). 

Then, to eliminate the complicated procedure, a 
method is proposed wherein output of repeating printing 
of print matter of pages 1 -N M times or output of repeat- 
ing printing of print matter of (Na + Nb + Nc + ... + Nx) 
pages consecutively M times is performed from a host 
computer to a printer. 

However, this method involves a problem that it 
takes much time as compared with the method using 
the sorter paper discharge unit. 

This problem also means that to print more than 
one copy of a print made up of more than one page, any 
other operation cannot be executed over a long time in 
the host computer which does not accept another com- 
mand until the printing is complete. 

If the host computer is provided with a print informa- 
tion spool function, print information is sent by back- 
ground processing until the printing of more than one 
copy is complete, thus the printing speed of the printer 
lowers and the operation of the host computer also 
slows down because of the background print process- 
ing. - 

Further, even if the method is used, the problem 
that ■in the face-up print mode, the resultant print pages 
must be resorted in the order of the first page to the Nth 
page still remains unsolved. 

Embodiments of the present invention will now be 
described, by way of example only. 

It is therefore an object of the invention to provide 
an image information print system and an image infor- 
mation print method which enable print specifications to 
be changed even after print information is transmitted to 
a printer and eliminate the need for transmitting all print 
information responsive to the print specifications. It is 
another object of the invention to provide an image 
information print system and an image information print 
method which can provide a desired number of copies 
of a desired print in a desired page order in the mini- 
mum time with the minimum labor without using a sorter 
paper discharge unit. 

To the ends, according to a first form of the inven- 
tion, there is provided an image information print system 
comprising means for receiving data containing print 
information input from a host computer, job language 
interpretation means for interpreting the data, format 
conversion means for converting a format of the print 
information to prepare intermediate print information, 
means tor storing the data and the intermediate print 
information, print management means for issuing a print 
execution instruction based on print specifications of 



print information contained in the data according to 
interpretation of the job language interpretation means, 
and print execution means for converting the intermedi- 
ate print information into bit image data and executing 
print based on the instruction of the print management 
means. 

in a second form of the invention, in the image infor- 
mation print system in the first form, the storage means 
consists of a RAM and auxiliary storage means, and the 
image information print system further includes storage 
management means for determining which of the RAM 
and the auxiliary storage means the data and intermedi- 
ate print information are to be stored in. 

In a third form of the invention, the image informa- 
tion print system in the first or second form further 
includes capacity limit recognition means, while data 
containing print information is being received at the 
reception means, if intermediate print information pre- 
pared from the print information is stored in the storage 
means exceeding a predetermined capacity, the capac- 
ity limit recognition means for setting the intermediate 
print information stored before the intermediate print 
information exceeds the predetermined capadty as a 
cluster of intermediate print information and informing 
the print management means of the fact. 

In a fourth form of the invention, in the image infor- 
mation print system in any of the first to third forms, the 
predetermined capacity of the capacity limit recognition 
means is a storage capacity limit of the storage means. 

In a fifth form of the invention, in the image informa- 
tion print system in any of the first to fourth forms, the 
job language interpretation means detects a first start 
job command and a last end job command from among 
the data and recognizes print information sandwiched 
between the start and end job commands as a duster of 
print information. 

In a sixth form of the invention, in the image infor- 
mation print system in any of the first to fifth forms, the 
print specifications comprise at least one selected out of 
a group consisting of confidential print, reverse-order 
print, test print, multiple-copy print, and command wait 
print. 

In a seventh form of the invention, in the image 
information print system in the sixth form, a desired print 
form can be specified for stored intermediate print infor- 
mation from the host computer if the print specifications 
indicate command wait print. 

In an eighth form of the invention, the-image infor- 
mation print system in the sixth form further includes 
input means through which desired print specifications 
can be specified for stored intermediate print informa- 
tion if the print specifications indicate command wait 
print. 

In a ninth form of the invention, the image informa- 
tion print system in any of the first to eighth forms further 
includes paper discharge face specification means for 
specifying face-down or face-up paper discharge, 
wherein the print management means determines a 
conversion processing procedure of the intermediate 
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print information stored in the storage means into bit 
image data so that a print provided as a result of printing 
is sorted in a desired page order in response to paper 
discharge face information provided by the paper dis- 
charge face specification means. 

In a tenth form of the invention, the image informa- 
tion print system in any of the first to eighth forms further 
includes paper discharge face specification means for 
specifying face-down or face-up paper discharge, 
wherein the print management means detects informa- 
tion indicating face-down or face-up paper discharge 
provided by the paper discharge, face specification 
means before reception of print information from the 
host computer and if conversion processing of interme- 
diate print information into bit image data may be per- 
formed in a print information reception order in 
response to the paper discharge face information, con- 
verts the intermediate print information into bit image 
data in desjred units, without waiting for a cluster of inter- 
mediate print information to be stored in the storage 
means or if the intermediate print information is con- 
verted into bit image data in an order reverse to the print 
information reception order, waits for a cluster of inter- 
mediate print information to be stored in the storage 
means before starting conversion of intermediate print 
information into bit image data. 

According to an eleventh form of the invention, 
there is provided an image information print method 
comprising the steps of receiving data containing print 
informatibn input from a host computer, interpreting the 
data, converting a format of the print information to pre- 
pare intermediate print information, storing the interme- 
diate print information in storage means, issuing a print 
execution instruction based on print specifications inter- 
preted, and converting the intermediate print informa- 
tion into bit image data and executing print based on the 
issued instruction. 

According to the invention, various print specifica- 
tions can be easily selected and print can be executed 
in various forms without the need for operation from the 
host computer. 

For example, even to' execute copy print of more 
than one copy of more than one page, the host needs to 
send print information to the printer only once, so that 
the communication time with the host can be shortened, 
resulting in shortening of the host release time, enabling 
the operator to start another job earlier than was previ- 
ously possible. Since the print information reception 
time from the host can be omitted, the image informa- 
tion print system can print in a short time for making 
multiple copies. 

Print information sent from the print driver of the 
host is received at the printer and is converted into inter- 
mediate print information, which then is stored. When a 
cluster of the intermediate print information is stored, 
the intermediate print information corresponding to the 
first or. last page , is expanded into a bit image in 
response to the face-down or face-up paper discharge 
mode, whereby a print is always provided in the correct 



page order. 

In the accompanying drawings: 

Fig. 1 shows an image information print system 
5 applied to the invention; 

Fig. 2 shows a conventional image information print 
system having a sorter; 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram of a controller of the image 
information print system applied to the invention; 
10 Fig. 4 is an illustration to explain block processing of 
one page; 

Fig. 5 is an illustration to show an offset paper dis- 
charge unit of the invention; 
Fig. 6 is an illustration to show data format exam- 
is pies of print information of the invention; 

Fig. 7 is an illustration to show intermediate print 
information saved in storage means in the inveni- 
ton; 

Fig. 8 is a flowchart to show a process flow 
20 (upstream) of the controller of the invention ; 

Fig. 9 is a flowchart to show a process flow (down- 
stream) of the controller of the invention; 
Fig. 10 is a diagram to show functional blocks of a 
controller of the invention; 
25 Fig. 1 1 is a chart to show an example of a process 
flow of the controller of the invention; 
Fig. 1 2 is a flowchart to show a print processing 
flow of the invention; 

Fig. 13 is a flowchart to show a print processing . 
30 flow of the invention; 

Fig. 1 4 is a flowchart to show a print processing 
flow of the invention; and 

Figs. 15(A) and 15(B) are flowcharts to show a print 
processing flow of the invention. 

35 

Fig. 1 shows a schematic configuration of a printer 
of one embodiment of an image information print sys- 
tem of the invention. 

In the figure, a printer 3 is connected to a host com- 

40 puter (host) 1 via an interface 5 and receives description 
data of images to be printed and various control com- 
mands, which will be hereinafter referred to as print 
information, from the host 1 . However, they also contain 
declaration commands of the start and end of a print job 

45 as shown in Fig. 6. The interface 5 of the printer 3 to the 
host 1 generally is called a host interface. 

The internal configuration of the printer 3 can. be 
roughly divided into a controller 7 and an engine 1 1. An 
interface between the controller 7 and the engine 1 1 

so generally is called a video interface. The controller 7, 
which operates under a programmed microcomputer, 
has the main functions of interpreting reception data 
from the host 1 , preparing intermediate print information 
of an image to be printed, and sending the intermediate 

55 print information to the video interface 9 as bit map data 
at the same time as print starts, and controlling the tim- 
ing of the print operation performed by the engine 11.. 

The engine 11 comprises a mechanism 15 for 
transporting paper 13, a charger 22, a laser exposure 
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device 16, a photosensitive drum 17, toner 12, a devel- 
oping unit 14, a transfer roller 18, a cleaner 19, a fixing 
roller 20, and an offset paper discharge unit 21 . It per- 
forms a sequence of print processing of timing control of 
the controller 7, bit map data preparation of images, 5 
engine control, etc. 

When printing is started, the photosensitive drum 
17 is charged at a negative potential by the charger 22 
and an electrostatic latent image is formed on the pho- 
tosensitive drum 17 by vertical scanning of the photo- 10 
sensitive drum 17 and by horizontal scanning of a laser 
beam scanned crossing the rotation direction of the 
photosensitive drum 1 7 by the laser exposure device 
16, whereby charges disappear on the surface of the 
photosensitive drum 1 7 to which the laser beam is emit- 15 
ted and the charge potential is held in portions to which 
the laser beam is not emitted. Thus, toner of the devel- 
oping unit 14 having negative charges is attracted only 
to the portions on the photosensitive drum 1 7 exposed 
to the laser beam and the electrostatic latent image is 20 
visualized by the developing unit 14. 

Next, the toner on the photosensitive drum 1 7 is 
transferred to paper by the transfer roller 18. The 
untransf erred toner remaining on the photosensitive 
drum 17 is cleaned by the cleaner 19 after the termina- 25 
tion of the transfer, and the photosensitive drum 17 pre- 
pares for the next charge process. Upon completion of 
the transfer step, the fixing roller 20 fixes the toner on 
the paper thereon by pressure and heat. Print of one 
page is now complete. 30 

Here, the offset paper discharge unit 21 can dis- 
charge paper to positions 13a and 13b as desired 
according to specification as shown in Fig. 5. 

The printer 3 has connection means 25 for mount- 
ing an auxiliary storag e, whereby more print information 35 
can be stored in the printer and even a print consisting 
of a larger number of pages can be provided easily in 
any desired page order. 

In the embodiment, a virtual storage system may be 
used to save intermediate print information in an exter- 40 
nal auxiliary storage 45 simply if the available memory 
capacity of a RAM 44 becomes small, as shown in Fig. 
7, which shows that the RAM 44 and the auxiliary stor- 
age 45 are virtually one body when viewed from the 
controller 40 and intermediate print information is writ- 45 
ten into the virtual memory (storage) in sequence. 
Which of the RAM 44 and the auxiliary storage 45 the 
intermediate print information is to be saved in may be 
determined so that the data can be saved and con- 
sumed efficiently by considering the difference between so 
the read time and the write time caused by the differ- 
ence between the RAM 44 and the auxiliary storage 45, 
the print information transfer rate from the host, the print 
information processing (print information analysis to 
print execution) speed at the printer, and any other fac- ss 
tors. This topic will be discussed later. 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram of the controller 7. The 
operation will be discussed with reference to Figs. 1 and 
3. 
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In synchronization with a clock signal generation 
circuit 46, a CPU 40 executes an instruction read from a 
ROM 41 and controls the entire controller. When an 
emergency process (not shown) such as an interrupt is 
requested, the interrupt service is executed with the cur- 
rent state held and upon completion of the interrupt 
service, the interrupted operation is resumed. The ROM 
41 stores tables, initialization data, fonts, etc., in addi- 
tion to the instructions. 

Print information sent from a host computer 42 is 
stored through an interface circuit 43 in a reception 
buffer existing in the RAM 44. The CPU 40 interprets the 
reception buffer contents and converts the contents into 
intermediate print information fitted for print of the 
engine 11. For the intermediate print information, a 
printed image is divided into bands as shown in Fig. 4 
and stored in the RAM 44 of storage means in band 
units. 

Upon completion of preparation of at least one 
page of the intermediate print information, the controller 
7 can send a print start instruction via an I/O control cir- 
cuit 48 to an engine controller 49 for the engine 1 1. In 
this case, first the intermediate print information of 
bands 1 and 2 is converted on band images A and B 
and the conversion result is temporarily saved in an 
image buffer existing in the RAM 44, then a wait is made 
for a DMA 51 to start. When the I/O control circuit 48 
senses that paper has come to a predetermined posi- 
tion, the DMA 51 starts the operation and sends the bit 
image on the band image A via the video interface of the 
engine to a laser beam modulation circuit 47 for forming 
an electrostatic latent image on the photosensitive drum 
17. 

Upon completion of sending the bit image on the 
band image A, the intermediate print information of 
band 3 is converted on the band image A. Next, upon 
completion of sending the bit image on the band image 
B t the intermediate print information of band 4 is con- 
verted on the band image B. This process is continued 
until completion of one page, and print of one page is 
complete. At this time, text information is copied to the 
band image A or B by a character generator 50 as 
required. 

The image information print system stores the inter- 
mediate print information in a compression format to 
increase the storage efficiency of the RAM 44 and the 
auxiliary storage 45. In this case, a program required for 
data compression and a program required for decom- 
pressing the compressed data are both stored in the 
ROM 41 . Several compression formats are possible, but 
the compression format does not characterize the 
invention and therefore will not be discussed here. 

In the first embodiment of the invention, print infor- 
mation sent from a printer driver of the host is received 
at the printer and is converted into intermediate print 
information, which then is stored. When a cluster of the 
intermediate print information is stored, a print can 
always be provided in the correct page order by expand- 
ing the intermediate print information corresponding to 
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the first or last page in response to the face-down or 
face-up paper discharge mode into bit images. 

In the invention, the print information sent from the 
printer driver of the host may be sent to the printer in the 
data format as shown in Fig. 6. Here, the print is made 
up of N pages (also containing Nx), Js and Je are a start 
declaration and an end declaration of a print job, M is 
the number of copies, and {} indicates the effective 
range of M, Js and Je. 

Example 1 provides the most primitive data format 
in which a code indicating the data end, such as FF 
code, is entered at the end of print information consist- 
ing of description data of images to be printed and vari- 
ous control commands. Example 2 and the later are 
effective when more advanced control can be per- 
formed between the host and the printer. Example 2 is a 
data format containing a command declaring the start of 
a print job (start job Js), a command declaring the end 
of the print job (end job Je), and a numeric value M indi- 
cating an argument specifying the number of print cop- 
ies in addition to print information consisting of 
description data of images to be printed and various 
control commands. Example 3 is a nested structure of 
the data format in Example 2; one job is made up of a 
plurality of print information groups (for example, Na is 
header paper, Nb is an envelope, Nc is letter A. ...) and 
M copies of them are specified. In Example 4. which is 
similar to Example 3, one job is formed by collecting a 
plurality of small jobs each with specification of M cop- 
ies. In Example 5, M indicating the number of copies is 
also used as Js and Je indicating start and end declara- 
tions of a print job instead of them, whereby a cluster of 
jobs and the number of copies can be seen at a time. In 
Example 6, M is used to represent the same data format 
as in Example 3. 

In the data formats as in Examples 5 and 6, the 
commands declaring the start and end of a print job and 
a numeric value specifying the number of copies are all 
Ms. In Examples 1-6, specification of the number of 
copies is taken as an example; for example, a confiden- 
tial print command, a command wait print command, a 
reverse order print command, a test print command, 
etc., can be contained in job commands. 

A method of providing M copies of a print consisting 
of N pages in Example 2 will be discussed. 

When print information is sent from the host 1 in the 

order of Js{M{1 ,2,3,4 N]}Je, the controller 7 stores 

the print information in the RAM 44 or the auxiliary stor- 
age 45 as intermediate print information. When the end 
job comes, the controller 7 starts a conversion process 
into a bit image. At this time, the process start order is 
switched depending on the face-down or face-up paper 
discharge mode. This means that conversion of the 
print information corresponding to the first page Js 
started in the face-down mode or conversion of the print 
information corresponding to the last page is started in 
the face-up mode. 

The user may be able to select the face-down or 
face-up paper discharge mode through a user interface 



of the printer driver, a control panel of the printer, etc.,; 
alternatively, if a tray specified by a sensor, etc., can 
recognize the face-down or face-up paper discharge 
mode, control can also be performed so as to automati- 
5 cally specify whether conversion into a bit image is per- 
formed in the print information sending order or its 
reverse order. To set the paper discharge mode through 
the user interface of the printer driver, the mode may be 
recognized from the face-down or face-up paper dis- 
10 charge mode specification information contained in print 
information. To set the paper discharge mode through 
the control panel of the printer, etc., setting of the mode 
may be stored for the controller to reference the stored 
information as required. For the system to automatically 
75 determine the paper discharge mode, the currently 
available tray may check whether the paper discharge 
mode is face-down or face-up by a mechanical sensor, 
etc. In any way, such discharge paper face specification 
or recognition means is provided, whereby bit image 
conversion order control and print output order control 
can be performed accordingly 

When a block of 1, 2, 3 ( 4, .... N is prepared, the 
controller 7 switches the offset paper discharge 21 to 
the opposite position, thereby giving an offset. If M is 
two or more and more than one copy needs to be 
printed, the operation of again expanding the intermedi- 
ate print information stored in the storage means into a 
bit image is repeated M times, thereby eliminating the 
need for repeating M times an instruction for outputting 
a print consisting of pages 1-N from the host to the 
printer as with the conventional printer driver. The host 
needs only to once transmit the print information for out- 
putting the N-page print and a numeric value indicating 
the number of repetitions, so that the time to releasing 
35 the host can be shortened. 

If the resultant prints are taken out in the offset 
units, M copies of the N-page print printed in the order 
of 1, 2, 3, 4, .... N can be provided. Since a large value 
can be taken as the number of copies M because there 
40 is no restriction on the sorter from the number of trays, 
an economical sorter can be provided. 

Figs. 8 and 9 show process flows of the controller 7 
when the data format in Example 2 is applied. 

A flag S indicating the presence or absence of 
45 specification of the number of copies is set to 0 (no 
specification) at step S10 in Fig. 8. Initialization is exe- 
cuted at step S1 1 , wherein M is a number-of-copies reg- 
ister, Mx is a number-of-copies counter, P is the number 
of pages of intermediate print information stored in the 
so storage means and prepared, and F is a flag set to 1 
when a memory overflow occurs. Print information con- 
taining a job is received at step S1 2. If Js (print job start) 
is encountered at step S13, S=1 is set at step S14 and 
receiving the print information is continued. On the other 
55 hand, if Js is not encountered at step S1 3, an attempt is 
made to detect the number of copies at step S15. If the 
number of copies is detected, it is saved in M at step 
S16 and the count is also saved in Mx at step S17. A 
check is made to see if 1 -page intermediate print infor- 



ms 



6 



11 



EP0 782 067 A2 



12 



mation has been prepared at step S18. If YES is 
returned, whether or not print job start command Js is 
found is checked at step S19. If Js is found, no print is 
executed and control goes to step S20 at which the 
counter P is incremented by one and preparing of inter- 
mediate print information of the next page is continued. 
On the other hand, if Js is not found at step S19 ( control 
goes to step S25 (Fig. 9) to start print. At step $21, 
whether or not Je (print job end) is encountered is 
checked. If Je is encountered, control goes to step S25 
(Fig.- 9) to start print. On the other hand, if Je is not 
encountered at step $21 , whether or not the remaining 
available capacity of the storage means is less than a 
predetermined value is checked at step S22, If the 
remaining available capacity is less than the predeter- 
mined value, the storage means is assumed to be short 
of available memory capacity and the flag F is set to 1 at 
step S23. Then, control goes to step S25 (Fig. 9) to start 
print. If the storage means is not short of available mem- 
ory capacity, the print information is converted into the 
intermediate print information format at step S24 and 
reception is continued. 

At step S25 in Fig. 9, whether or not the paper dis- 
charge mode is face-up is checked at step $25. If the 
paper discharge mode is face-up, P is assigned to a 
print order specification page counter Q at step S25. 
Print is started at the last page and is continued until Q 
becomes 0 at steps S26 to S30. On the other hand, 
steps S31 to S35 are a process flow in the face-down 
paper discharge mode, which will not be discussed. 

When P becomes equal to or less than 0 at step 
S34t4he offset paper discharge unit is switched to the 
different position for the next partial print at step S36. 
The f Viumber-of-copies counter Mx is decremented by 
one :, and the result is assigned as new Mx at step $37. 
Whether or not the number-of-copies counter Mx is 0, 
namely, as many copies as the number of copies have 
been printed is checked at step S38. If the number of 
copies is not reached, control returns to step S25 and 
print is repeated. If the number of copies is reached, all 
information read from the storage means and printed is 
deleted from the storage means at step S39. A check is 
made to see if print is executed because of memory 
shortage at step S40. If YES is returned, the number-of- 
copies counter Mx is again set and P and F are initial- 
ized to receive the remaining information at step $41 , 
then control returns to step S12 to continue receiving 
information. If memory shortage does not occur at step 
S40, all print processing is complete. 

Next, Example 3 in Fig. 6 will be discussed. M cop- 
ies of a print made up of a group consisting of Na, Nb, 

Nc, .... Nx pages (Na, Nb, Nc Nx are integers of 1 or 

more independently of each other) described in the con- 
ventional example can also be made according to the 
invention. 

This case is on the precondition that information of 
the number of copies is also sent from the host, and the 
printer needs also to recognize the information of the 
number of copies. When print information is sent from 



the host 1 in the order of Js{M{1, 2,3,4 Na}, 

{1 .2.3.4 Nb} {1,2 l 3,4,...,Nx}}Je, it is stored in the 

RAM 44 or the auxiliary storage 45 as intermediate print 
information. If the face-down paper discharge mode is 

5 specified, when print is executed in the order of 1 , 2, 3, 

4, Na, 1 , 2, 3, 4 Nb 1.2, 3,4 Nx, the offset 

paper discharge unit 21 is switched to the opposite posi- 
tion and the process is repeated M times; if the face-up 
paper discharge mode is specified, while the offset 

70 paper discharge unit 21 is switched in the reverse order, 
the process is repeated M times, whereby M copies of 
the print sorted in the order of 1, 2, 3, 4, Na, 1, 2, 3, 

4, .... Nb 1, 2, 3, 4 Nx can be provided, and 

moreover each copy of the print is sorted in the group 

75 order and thus can be taken out easily. 

By the way, if the controller 7 can recognize user 
setting before receiving print information, the necessity 
for waiting for conversion processing into a bit image 
until a cluster of intermediate print information is all 

20 stored may be able to be eliminated, That is, if user set- 
ting of face-down paper discharge mode specification is 
previously recognized, print information can be con- 
verted into bit images in the reception data order with- 
out waiting for conversion processing into a bit image 

25 until the print job end is recognized; if user setting of 
face-up paper discharge mode specification is previ- 
ously recognized, starting of conversion into a bit image 
is suppressed until the print job end is recognized. This 
will be discussed with the system in Fig. 1. To discharge 

30 paper to the face-down tray 23, processing as conven- 
tional is performed and the print result in the page order 
can be produced without losing the time taken for pro- 
viding the print. On the other hand, to discharge paper 
to the face-up tray 24, when print information is sent 

35 from the host 1 in the order of Js{1, 2,3,4,. ...N}Je, it is 
stored in the RAM 44 as intermediate print information 
and when the print job end comes, the intermediate 
print information corresponding to the last page is read 
from the RAM 44 and is expanded into a bit image, 

40 which then is sent to the engine 11, whereby print is 

executed in the order of N 4, 3, 2, 1, whereby the 

print result in the page order can be produced more rap- 
idly in response to the setting. 

Although we have discussed six examples in Fig. 6, 

45 the embodiment of the invention can also be applied to 
other examples; if at least a cluster of print information 
can be recognized or prepared as a result, it is suffi- 
cient. 

For example, intermediate print information is 
so stored in the storage means and the available storage 
limit in which information cannot be stored any more is 
reached. The information stored to the limit can also be 
assumed to be a cluster of intermediate print informa- 
tion. In this case, (1) a case where no job cluster as 
55 listed in Fig. 6 can be prepared or (2) a case where one 
or more job clusters can be prepared can occur until the 
available storage limit is reached. 

The case in (1 ) is, in other words, a case where the 
storage means containing the auxiliary storage 45 
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becomes full before alt print information is stored as a 
cluster of intermediate print information, for example, 
the storage means becomes full before the print job end 
following the last Nth-page print information is recog- 
nized. In this case, a trigger defined by the available 
memory capacity of the storage means is set, the inter- 
mediate print information already stored in the storage 
means is used to perform print processing in any 
desired page order according to the trigger, and at the 
termination of the processing, the remainder received 
during the processing, converted into intermediate print 
information, and stored in the storage means is proc- 
essed, whereby although copies of a print sorted in the 
desired page order to the last Mth page cannot be pro- 
vided, a print can be provided in the correct page order 
for each predetermined unit determined from the availa- 
ble storage capacity of the storage means. Thus, the 
last resorting labor required for the operator can be 
lessened. 

On the other hand, the case in (2) is, in other words, 
a case where if one or more clusters of intermediate 
print information separated by an end code or a job as 
shown in Fig. 6 are stored in the storage means, jonver- 
sion of the intermediate print information intoafctit 



.image is not sta rted until the cap^jty_o^the_ storage 
_means reaches a predetermined value._This predeter- 
mined capacity of the storage means is assumed to be 
50%, 80%, etc., of the storage limit capacity of the stor- 
age means, for example. In this case, a trigger defined 
by the predetermined capacity of the storage means is 
set and one or more clusters of the intermediate print 
information already stored in the storage means is used 
to perform print processing in any desired page order 
according to the trigger. 

Wtenjynyersion of the interm^jatejjrint jnforma- 

jiot^jg^eceiving^ from the. host, 

because conversion oMhrinFen^^ informa- 
tion into a bit image is executed independently of recep- 
tion of print information by the reception means. This is 
also applied when the trigger for conversion of the inter- 
mediate print information into a bit image is set as the 
storage capacity limit of the storage means. That is, if 
the intermediate print information is converted into a bit 
image and the bit image is sent to the engine, an empty 
area of the storage means occurs, thus it is not neces- 
sary to stop receiving information from the host. 

The printer driver that can be used with the image 
information print system of the invention may have at 
least a function of sending description data of the image 
to be printed and control commands representing it. If it 
also has a function of separating print information in the 
format easily identifying one cluster of print information 
and representing it, it is more convenient when viewed 
from the image information print system. For example, 
the format is any of the data formats as in Examples 2- 
6 in Fig. 6. However, the function itself of the printer 
driver can be provided in any way and the image infor- 
mation print system of the invention is not restricted by 



the embodiment. 

Another embodiment of the invention will be dis- 
cussed. In the embodiment, a specific configuration 
example of the controller 7 for totally controlling data 

5 reception containing print information to print execution 
as described above is given and different print specifica- 
tion processing will be described. However, this does 
not mean that the first embodiment discussed above is 
not in such a configuration; processing as described 

10 above can be performed in a similar configuration. 

In the embodiment, processing is performed by 
executing the following tasks alternately: A reception 
task fo r receiving data from a host 1 at a reception 
buffer, a job language interpretation task for reading the 

is data stored in the reception buffer and interpreting the 
data, a print data analy sis task for converting print infor- 
mation data into intermediate print information and stor- 
ing the intermediate print information in an intermediate 
print information buffer, ^ imag e pre parati on task for 

20 preparing a bit image from the intermediate prTnTinfor^ 
mation stored in the intermediate print information 
buffer and storing the bit image in a print queue, a task 
for monitoring a control panel 62 and accepting reset 
input, a task for feeding or discharging paper^jM^iskfoL 

25 making^ a print request ^ etc., (which will be discussed in 
detail later). These tasks are assigned priorities and 
generally are executed alternately in several-msec- 
order time units based on the priorities. Also available 
are a standby mode transitionlask for causing a print . 

30 mechanism 25 to make the transition from an operation 
mode to a standby mode and a standby mode release 
task for releasing the standby mode and making the 
transition to the operation mode. For example, if a real- 
time monitor detects no data input for print operation for 

35 a given time (for example, five minutes) or more or no 
user operation of a keyboard 15 for a given time or 
more, the standby mode transition task is executed for 
making the transition from the operation mode to the 
standby mode. When an analysis section 51 executes 

40 the various tasks, for example, the real-time monitor of 
an aggregate of programs executed on the order of 1 
msec or less references the priorities of the tasks, etc., 
for determining which task the CPU use right is to be 
passed to. The tasks discussed later are given , for 

45 example and the types, etc., are not limited to them. For 
example, management execution of print specifications 
and conversion of intermediate print information into a 
bit image are assigned to a single task, but may be 
assigned to separate tasks, needless to say. 

so Fig. 1 0 shows functional blocks of the controller 7 to 
show print processing. Fig. 1 1 shows a process flow of 
the controller 7 from print information reception to print 
execution. 

When data is transmitted from the host 1, first the 
55 reception task 71 starts processing upon reception of 
the data at step T1 , performs data reception processing 
at step T2, and stores the received data in the reception 
buffer 83, then transmits data at step T3. Control is 
transferred to another task. The reception buffer 83 is 
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formed in a RAM 44 and an auxiliar y storage45 such as 
a hard disk drive. A storage management task 81 deter- 
mines which of the RAM 44 and the auxiliary storage 45 
the data is to be stored in. It determines which of the 
RAM 44 and the auxiliary storage 45 the data is to be s 
saved in so that the data can be saved and consumed 
most efficiently by considering the difference between 
the read time and the write time caused by the differ- 
ence between the RAM 44 and the auxiliary storage 45, 
the print information transfer rate from the host, the print w 
information processing (print information analysis to 
print' execution) speed at the printer, and any other fac- 
torsras described above. For example, if print process- 
ing is delayed and data remains in the RAM 44 on a 
whole, some data is stored in the auxiliary storage 45 is 
and then read into the RAM 44 as required, whereby 
both of the RAM 44 and the auxiliary storage 45 are 
used efficiently. Information concerning the storage 
locations of the data is written into a management table 
82. The information in the management table 82 is 20 
transferred to the next task using the data. The storage 
management task 81 also manages the storage limit of 
the storage means as described above. If the storage 
means is about to reach the storage limit, the storage 
management task 81 informs, for example, the print 2 s 
management task 74 of the fact, as described above. 

The job language interpretation task 72 starts 
processing at reception of the data at step T4 and inter- 
prets the job language of the data at step T5. If print 
specifications of reverse-order print, multiple-copy print, 30 
etc., are described in the portion written the job lan- 
guage, the job language interpretation task 72 sends 
the specification command to the print management 
task 74 at step T6. The print management task 74 rec- 
ognizes the print specification at step T8 and transmits 35 
at step T9. 

The print data analysis task 73 starts processing at 
reception at step T10 and converts print information into 
intermediate print information at step T11. Here, the 
task reads data stored in the reception buffer 83 based 40 
on the information in the management table 82, con- 
verts the data into intermediate print information, and 
stores the intermediate print information in the interme- 
diate print information buffer 84. Like the reception 
buffer 83, the intermediate print information buffer 84 is as 
formed in the RAM 44 and the auxiliary storage 45. The 
storage management task 81 determines which of the 
RAM 44 and the auxiliary storage 45 the intermediate 
print information is to be stored in. Information concern- 
ing the storage locations of the intermediate print irrfor- so 
mation is written into the management table 82. 
Whenever 1-page intermediate print information is 
stored, the print data analysis task 73 sends the infor- 
mation to the print management task 74 at step T12. 
Upon reception of the information at step T13, the print 55 
management task 74 executes print one page at a time 
if normal print, namely, print in the transmitted print 
information order is executed; however, if print of a clus- 
ter of print information in the reverse order, for example, 



is specified, the print management task 74 delays print 
execution until information in which the intermediate 
print information of the last page is stored is received. 
The print data analysis task 73 analyzes the print infor- 
mation of the last page (Q page) at step T1 4 and trans- 
mits, the analysis result at step T15. Then, upon 
reception of the analysis result at step T16, the print 
management task 74 executes print conforming to the 
print specifications at step T17. That is, it converts the 
intermediate print information matching the print speci- 
fication of test print, reverse-order print, etc., into bit 
images in the specification order, and transmits at step 
18. 

Fig. 12 shows an example of a process flow of the 
print management task 74. Whether or not confidential 
print is specified is determined at step S51 . If confiden- 
tial print is specified, a wait is made for the user to enter 
a password. If a password is entered at step S52, 
whether or not the entered password is correct is deter- 
mined at step S53. If the password is not correct, it is 
discarded at step S54 and the process is terminated. If 
confidential print is not specified at step S51 , whether or 
not a wait is made for a command is determined at step 
S52. If command wait print is specified, a wait is made 
for command input at step S56. After a command is 
input, control goes to step S57. If command wait print is 
not specified, control goes to step S57. Whether or not 
reverse-order print is specified is determined at step 
S57. If reverse-order print is specified, the reverse order 
is set at step S58. Whether or not test print is to be exe- 
cuted is determined at step S59. If test print is to be exe- 
cuted, test print is set at step S60. Whether or not 
multiple-copy print is specified is determined at step 
S61. If multiple copy print is specified, the number of 
print copies is set at step S62, then print is started at 
step S63. 

Fig. 1 3 show a flow for test printing of only one page 
of P-page print information and then printing a total of M 
copies. When test print is set as described above, the 
print management task 74 converts the intermediate 
print information of the first page into an image and exe- 
cutes print at step S71 . A wait is made for input indicat- 
ing whether or not the test print is OK at step S72. If the 
test print is not OK, all the memory areas are cleared at 
step S73 and the print is terminated. If the test print is 
OK, print of the second page to the Pth page is exe- 
cuted at steps S74-S77. Next, the remaining (M-1) cop- 
ies are printed at steps S78-S83. When all copies have 
been printed, control goes from step S79 to step S73. 
Ail memory areas are cleared and the process is termi- 
nated. 

Fig. 14 show a flow for test printing of one copy at 
the beginning before M copies of P-page print informa- 
tion are printed. First, one copy of P-page print informa- 
tion is printed at steps S91-S94 and a wait is made for 
input indicating whether or not the test print is OK at 
step S95. If the test print is not OK at step S95 t all the 
memory areas are cleared at step S96 and the process 
is terminated. If the test print is OK, the remaining (M-1) 
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copies are printed at steps S97-S102. When the 
remaining copies have been printed, control goes from 
step S98 to step S96. All memory areas are cleared and 
the process is terminated. 

The examples of the print specifications we have 5 
discussed are representative examples; various print 
specifications are possible. For example, after print ter- 
minates, its print information may be saved. In this case, 
if the saved print information can be again printed later 
according to input through the printer panel, etc., the 10 
print time is shortened drastically. For example, it is con- 
venient for repetitive form print etc. Normally, after print 
terminates, intermediate print information left in the 
memory is cleared as a rule, but can also be saved 
unless otherwise specified. For example, as shown in 75 
Fig. 15(A), whether or not print information is to be left 
can also be specified as at step S1 1 1 after the termina- 
tion of print. The memory may be cleared at step S112 
only when a clear command is entered. For such saved 
print information, for example, as shown in Fig. 15(B), 20 
the memory is cleared at step S114 according to reset 
input as at step S1 13 after the termination of print. 

To save print information in such a manner, either 
the received print information or intermediate print infor- 
mation may be left; for example, the received print infor- 25 
mation or intermediate print information, whichever is 
the smaller, can also be automatically selected and 
saved. The data in the RAM 44 to be saved can also be 
saved in the auxiliary storage 45 automatically. 

We have discussed the invention by taking the laser '30 
printer as an example, but it is obvious that the invention 
can also be applied to every print system. 

For connection to a network, the image information 
print method of the invention can be used by construct- 
ing a similar system on a printer server. That is, a stor- 35 
age can be easily provided by using RAM, hard disk, 
etc., of the specified server in combination and if the 
controller of the printer server performs control similar 
to that in the invention, a print can be provided in the 
correct order from a desired tray of a desired printer. 40 

The image information print system can also be 
applied to both-sided printing easily, needless to say. 

[Effects of the Invention] 

45 

According to the invention, a printer is provided with 
j Uarge-capacity auxiliary storage , whereby various print 
"specifications can be easily selected and print can be 
executed in various forms without the need for operation 
from the host computer. bo 

For example, even to execute copy print of more 
than one copy of more than one page, the host needs to 
send print information to the printer only once, so that 
the communication time with the host can be shortened, 
j^ul tjn gTr^ release time, enabling 55 

the operator to start another job earlier than was previ- 
ously possible. Since the print information reception 
time from the host can be omitted, the image informa- 
tion print system can print in a short time for making 



multiple copies. 

The image information print system of the invention 
can flexibly deal with furthermore complicated copying, 
such as making M copies of a print consisting of Na, Nb, 

Nc Nx pages and can also be used to print one copy 

of print information of pages 1 to N as previously used. 

According to the invention, an expensive and large 
sorter paper discharge unit can be made unnecessary, 
thus the image information print system can be made 
inexpensive and small. If an offset paper discharge unit 
is used, the limit on the number of physical trays in a 
sorter is eliminated, thus the number of copies is not 
limited. 

According to the invention, even if the storage has 
an insufficient capacity, intricate work of the operator 
such as page sorting of print recording media can be 
minimized. 

Claims 

1 ; An image information print system comprising: 

means for receiving data containing print infor- 
mation input from a host computer; 
job language interpretation means for interpret- 
ing the data; 

format conversion means for converting a for- 
mat of the print information to prepare interme- 
diate print information; 

means for storing the data and the intermedi- 
ate print information; 

print management means for issuing a print 
execution instruction based on a desired print 
specification; and 

print execution means for converting the inter- 
mediate print information into bit image data 
and executing print based on the instruction of 
said print management means. 

2. The image information print system according to 
claim 1 , wherein the desired print specification is 
based on at least either of a command contained in 
the data according to interpretation of said job lan- 
guage interpretation means and a command 
entered separately from the data. 

3. The image information print system according to 
any one of claims 1 or 2, wherein the print specifi- 
cation is selected from a group consisting of confi- 
dential print, command wait print, test print, 
reverse-order print, multiple-copy print and save 
after print. 

4. The image information print system according to 
any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said print man- 
agement means determines in an sequential order 
of confidential print, command wait print, multiple- 
copy print, and save after print, whether or not a 
print specification request corresponding thereto is 
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made. 

5. The image information print system according to 
any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein a desired print 
form can be specified for saved intermediate print 
information from the host computer. 

6. The image information print system according to 
any one of claims 1 to 4, further including input 
means through which the desired print specification 
can be specified for saved intermediate print infor- 
mation. 

7. The image information print system according to 
any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein said storage 
means has a RAM and auxiliary storage means, 
and said image information print system further 
includes storage management means for determin- 
ing which of said RAM and said auxiliary storage 
means the data and intermediate print information 
are to be stored in. 

8. The image information print system according to 
any one of claims 1 to 6, further including capacity 
limit recognition means, while data containing print 
information is being received at said reception 
means, if intermediate print information prepared 
from the print information is stored in said storage 
means exceeding a predetermined capacity, said 
capacity limit recognition means setting the inter- 
mediate print information stored before the interme- 
diate print information exceeds the predetermined 
capacity as a cluster of intermediate print informa- 
tion and informing said print management means of 
the fact. 

9. The image information print system according to 
claim 8, wherein the predetermined capacity of said 
capacity limit recognition means is a storage capac- 
ity limit of said storage means. 

10. The image information print system according to 
any of claims 1 to 9, wherein said job language 
interpretation means detects a first start job com- 
mand and a last end job command from the data 
and recognizes print information sandwiched 
between the start and end job commands as a clus- 
ter of print information. 

11. The image information print system according to 
any one of claims 1 to 9 F further including paper dis- 
charge face specification means for specifying 
face-down or face-up paper discharge, wherein 
said print management means determines a con- 
version processing procedure of the intermediate 
print information stored in said storage means into 
bit image data so that a print provided as a result of 
printing is sorted in a desired page order in 
response to paper discharge face information pro- 



vided by said paper discharge face specification 
means. 

12. The image information print system according to 
5 any one of claims 1 to 9, further including paper dis- 

-charge face specification means for specifying 
face-down or face-up paper discharge, wherein 
said print management means detects information 
indicating face-down or face-up paper discharge 

10 provided by said paper discharge face specification 
means before reception of print information from 
the host computer and if conversion processing of 
intermediate print information into bit image data 
may be performed in a print information reception 

75 order in response to the paper discharge face infor- 
mation, converts the intermediate print information 
into bit image data in desired units without waiting 
for a cluster of intermediate print information to be 
stored in said storage means or if the intermediate 

20 print information is converted into bit image data in 
an order reverse to the print information reception 
order, waits for a cluster of intermediate print infor- 
mation to be stored in said storage means before 
starting conversion of intermediate print information 

25 into bit image data. 

13. An image information print method comprising the 
steps of: 

30 receiving data containing print information 

input from a host computer; 
interpreting the data; 

converting a format of the print information to 
prepare intermediate print information; 
35 storing the intermediate print information in 

storage means; 

issuing a print execution instruction based on a 
desired print specification; and 
converting the intermediate print information 
40 into bit image data and executing print based 

on the issued instruction. 

14. The image information print method according to 
claim 13, wherein the desired print specification are 

45 based on at least either of a command contained in 
the interpreted data and a command entered sepa- 
rately from the data. 

15. The image information print method according to 
so any one of claims 13 and 14, wherein the print 

specification comprises at least one selected from 
a group consisting of confidential print, command 
wait print, test print, reverse-order print, multiple- 
copy print and save after print. 

55 

16. The image information print method according to 
any one of claims 13 to 15, wherein in an order of 
confidential print, command wait print, multiple- 
copy print, and save after print, whether or not a 
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print specification request corresponding thereto is 
made is determined. 

17. A storage medium executable with a host computer 
for driving an image information print system, 5 
wherein the image information print system stores a 
program for receiving data containing print informa- 
tion input from the host computer, interprets the 
data, converts a format of the print information to 
prepare intermediate print information, stores the io 
intermediate print information in storage means 
thereof, and executes a desired print specification, 
comprising program code means of: 

means for making the image information print 15 
system interpret the print specification based 
on at least either of a command contained in 
the data and a command entered separately 
from the data; 

means for making the image information print so 
system convert the intermediate print informa- 
tion stored in the storage means into bit image 
data; and 

means for making the image information print 
system execute printing based on the print 25 
specification. 

18. The storage medium according to claim 17, 
wherein the print specification comprises at least 
one selected from a group consisting of confidential * 30 
print, command wait print, test print, reverse-order 
print, multiple-copy print and save after print. 

1 9. The storage medium according to any one of claims 

17 and 18, wherein said program determines in an 35 
order of confidential print, command wait print, mul- 
tiple-copy print, and save after print, whether or not 
a print specification request corresponding thereto 
is made. 
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